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TLE only apology for the publication of this 
SERMON is the defire of thofe who heard 

it. And if the perufal of it, foould afford either 
entertainment or- inftruction to them, or others, 
into whofe bands accident may throw it, my la- 
our will be amply compenfated. The inaccura- 
cies of ftyle which may be found in it, will, I 
hope, find favour from the candor of the public, 
and its defelts not be welghed in the balance of 
Severe (iticifm. 
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PS At ee oe 
Deliver me,O LORD, from the evil Man: 
preferve me from the violent Man. Which 
imagine Mifebief in their Heart, continuually 
are they gathered together for War. 


® 


My Breruren, 
eR OHSHE pulpit is devoted to more important 
She “46%! purpofes, than the fate of kingdoms, 6~ 
& T & ven the inftruétion of mankind in the 
TRE “Ge XO* way to everlafting life. But, when ne- 
Bees ceflity calls, it may with propriety, ad- 
dreis us on civil liberty; and at once inftru@ and 
warm thofe who are willing to hazard their lives, in 
the defence of the privileges of their country. On 
this affecting cea when fome prefent, foon expe& 


to-go inte the fervice of the colonies, on whofe account . 


we are now aflembled in the houfe of Ged, your fo- 
lemn atiention is earneftly folicited to the paffage of 


28 holy writ, juft read. : 


Tue text, taken as a detached paflage without a 
critical regard to its circumftances and conneétion, 
may be divided into three branches, each of which 
will be a diltin& topic of difcourfe. 

I. Miseuiers are imagined againft us by evil men. 

If. To make thefe mifchiefs takeeffe@, war is begun. 

Hil. Deviverawnce and eae aes muft be fought 

from the Lord. 
I rg- 
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I return to the firft of thefe. Mifchiefs are imz- 
gined againft us, by evil men. 

‘Fo paint the dittreffes of our native land in colours 
fafficiently bright, 1s a tafk to which I own myfelf 
unequal. However, a few words on this fubjedt, will 
be pertinent, and not unentertaining to you. Our 
forefathers purchafed our invaluable liberties at the 
expence of their blood and treafure. To enjoy their 
religion, their God, and their confciences, and to 
tranimit an unembarraffed worfhip, untaxed inheri- 
tance and fair freedom, with her happy train of nu- 
merous bleflings, down to future generations ; they left 
their pleafant, native foil,the other fide of the atlantic, 
relinquifhed friends and near connexions, braved all 
hardfhips and defpifed all dangers. At the expence of 
their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, without the 
leaft charge to the country from whence they came, 
by unwearied endeavours and an intrepid fpirit, they 
effefted fettlements im the diftant and inhofpitable 
wilds of America, then filled with favage barbarians. 
Propitious heaven fmiled on their arduous attempts, 
and crowned their bold enterprifes with unexpected 
fuccefs. How foon did this country after their fettle- 
ment in it, change its appearance | the huts of favages 
were converted into the dwellings of ¢briltians. That 
dark, blind ignorance, which fat bfooding over the 
minds of the aborigines was gradually chafed away. 
Now fair {cience dawns, and the’arts of life are culti- 
vated diligently and are brought toa tolerable perfec- 
‘tion. Where oe was once worthipped, now the true 
Godis ferved. Where fuperflition onte raged, now 
the pureft form of worthip on the face of the earth is 
eftablifhed, and the facred rights of confcience main- 
tained. In aword, the glorious light of chriftianity 
has difpelled the dark glooms of paganifm. And as 
America wis fought as an afylum for civil as well as 
religious freedom, fo governments, velted with perfec 


legiflatures were erected by royal leave, and a friendly 
# corref- 
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correfpondence eftablifhed between the colonies and 


~ the kingdom from whence they derived their origin. 
_ The mutual advantages of this union were great be- 


yond expectation. From this fource the exceeding 
increafe of the wealth and fame, ftrength and naviga- 
tion of the realm arefe. America was peculiarly hap- 
py under the thadow of the wings, and in the enjoy- 
ment of the friendfhip «f Britgin. Indeed no people 
more happy, more free, more virtuous. could be found 
where’er the circling fun performs its deftined courfe. 
But alas, fhort is the date of human felicity ! forgetful 
of the ties of blood, hardened againit the bonds of ob- 
ligation, and unfeeling to the fentiments of gratitude, 
the parent ftate envies the liberties, rifing glory, en- 
creafing greatnefs, and growing riches of the dutiful 

daughter. On thefe the fixes her malignant eye, Over ° 
thefe oppreffion longs to ftretch her iron rod, Fair 
Lizerry, offspring of virtue, trembles at the fight of 
the hated monfler. Defpotifm affumes the fpecions 
name of government ; would pufh coercive meafures 
under the colourable pretence of wife commercial re- 
gulations, and calls abfolute fervitude, jut fubmiffion 
to parliament. 
Assurp asare the principles and notions on which 
the doétrine of arbitrary power is eftablifhed, there have 
been ever in Great-Britain found many to adopt it. 
The vulgar are liable at all times to be deceived ; as 
they are now by the plaufible argument ufed with them 
to perfuade them, every fhilling raifed by taxes in A- 
merica will fo much lighten their burden ;_ by which 
artifice the Premier has fecured on his fide the landed 
intereft ; and the nation has ever produced a number 
of bad citizens, who prone to be corrupted, have been 
the ready tools of wicked minifters, and the zealous 
partifans in a caufe big with the ruin of the ftate. It 
is juftly remarked by an able writer, ‘‘ that there may 
«< be a fa@ion for the crown as well as againft it, and 
§¢ confpiracies againft freedom as well as againit pre- 
*© rogative 
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*¢ rogative.” Whoever attempts to remove the limi- 
tations neseflary to render monarchy confittent 
with liberty, are rebels in the worft fenfe, rebels to 
the laws of theig country, the law of nature, 
the law of reafon, and the law of God. Was the 
. queftion to be put, could there be fuch wretches ? 
we fhould be ready to anfwer, it cannot be. But the 
-Britifh annals have a fhimeful tale to tell, that fuch 
Jovers of arbitrary power have ever exifted in the flate 
from the earlieft period of the conititution. They have 
not only prevented the eflablifhing any regular iyflem 
for fecuring and improving the &4erries of the fubject 
and fixing the line of prerogative, but always lye in 
wait for every opportunity, which the imperfections of 
the conftitution may give them to deftroy thofe rights 
which have been purchafed by the toil and blood of the 
moft exalted individuals who ever adorned humanity. 
Having carried theirdefpotic plan toenormous lengths, 
by the influence of bribery at ome, fince the acceflion 
of the prefent King, they have taken large ftrides, in 
the fame’plan, in America. Indeed, if we but fora 
moment look over our land, and glance a refleétion 
on the cruel, unjuft, and oppreflive meafures of the 
miniftry at ome, we fhall be itruck with horror at the 
mifchiefs imagined againft us. The fum of themall 
isin the ftatute, which declares parliament can of 
right, make laws to bind usin all cafes whatever. Did 
ever more arbitrary ftatutes-difgrace the annals of the 
Britith nation, even in the moft arbitrary reigns ?---~ 
‘They have undertaken to give and grant our money. 
» without our confent---they fhew no regard for our per- 
fons or rights.---But why do I ftand.to enumerate par- 
ticulars ? No conquered province was ever dealt more 
hardly by.---Our precious liberties are invaded---Our 
facred charters violated---Our property taken from us 
---foreign troops, the bane of government, quartered 
among us in times of profound peace.---The cruel fu- 
peritition of popery eftablifhed, protiftanifm only to- 
pee lerated, 
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Jerated, anda defpotifm dangerous to the laft degree 
to us, erected in a large neighbouring province. Gra- 
cious God! what mifchiefs are imagined againft us ! 
Never, never did fo dark, fo gloomy, fo alarming, fo 


terrible calamities hang over America as the prefent. 


Who that is zealous in the caufe of liberty, and attach- 
ed with a fervent devotion to the civil rights of his 
country, but muft weep over her fate? Cruel as are the 
mifchiefs imagined againft us, fleets and armies are 
fent over to enforce them. 

Il. To make them takeeffet, or to bring us to 
fubmiffion, war is begun. <* Continually are they ga- 
thered together for war.” Had man continued in 8 
flate of innocence, war had never been known. But 
now, alas the fatal efleéts of apoftacy, in every age of. 
the world, and among all nations killing one another 
hath been taught and practiced by man. ind, as a {ci- 
ence. In this ftate of fin and imperfe€tion, war is ma- 
ny times,not only abfolutely neceflary; but firictly law- 
ful. It can only be lawful,either confonant to the dic- 
tates of reafon or permitted by the precepts of chrif- 
ftianity, when an invafion is made upon us. It is true, 
according to the peaceable maxims of policy in our 
blefled Saviour’s kingdom, we are to love our enemies, 
blefs them that curfe us, do good to them that hate us, 
and pray for them who defpitefully ufe us. And ac- 
cording to the apoftles doétrine are to be fubjeé& to 
the powers that be. From thefe.paflages to fupport 
arbitrary principles and to argue againft the lawful- 
nefs of oppofing force by force, would be to draw ab- 
furd and dangerous conclufions, from the gentle 
and condefcending laws of the religion of Jefus. To « 
draw the {word and fhed human blood for the fake of 
conqueft, muft, in the judgment of reafon, be deemed 
a horrid crime. An offenfive war can therefore never 
be either neceflary or juflifiable. To enlarge empire, 
feed vain glory, exalt pride, reward favourites, fupport 
luxury, and gratify peftilential ambition, muft be 

wretch- 


L824) 
wretched motives in a Prince toengage in a war. And 
‘all the blood thed, horrors felt, and dittreffes endured; 
muttbe laid atthe doors of the aggreflors. The wretch> — 
es who compofe the army of a tyrant, are affociated by 
folly in the fervice of rapine and murder; and that 
men fhould imagine they were deferving of honour by 
the maffacre of their fellow creatures or fellow. fub- 
jeats merely to flatter ambition with a new tittle or to 


enforce oppreflive meafures, is, perhaps as infcrutablé 


a myfteryas any that hes perplexed reafon;and as grofs 
‘an abfurdity as any that has‘difgraced it, It is equally 
to punifh vice and prevent milery,that | wifh always to 
fee it branded with infamy: For even the fuccefles of 
vice terminate in the anguith of difappointment. As 
to Alexander, the fruit of all his conquefts was tears, 
fol with not only the tears of difappointment, bus 
the tears of repentance to thofe who want to have 4- 
merica facraficed to the luft of domination. A vaft va- 
riety of weighty and invincible arguments might eafi- 
ly be produced to prove’ the iniquity of an offenfive 
war, for the fake of the acqvifition of honor or additi- 
on of territory. But to plunder under fan@ion of law, 
to ftrip a peopleof the bleflings of peace, to raife a re: 
venue out of the fruits of their-heneftinduftry,to invelve 
in diftrefs, and toreduce them to the hard neceflity of 


either giving up their liberty, or of appealing to arms 


isa crimeof which'werds cannot defcribe the blac knefs, 
and which maft fill us with painful fentiments to 
think humanity isdepraved enough tocommit. How 
neatly this isthe cafe with us and Great Britain is tog 


~ plain not to be feenbyall. We have reafoned--- we have 


remonftrated---we have prayed---. we have even weari~ 
ed the royal car with our cries---we have perfyed every: 
refpe€ful, every gentle meafure.---But all in vain. 
We mufl be {courged-into vaflaiage like flaves. We 
have been dragged relu@antly into an unnatural civil 
war.--- Hoffilities are commenced, and the dings troops, 
the infruments of tyranny, were the aggreffors. Wit- 
Bree en nels, 
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yefs the battle at Lexington, fhameful “in every’ view, 
to the Britifh arms! We are reduced to the fad, depre- 
cated neceility of defending our rights at the point of ’ 
the fword. Wemuftcither refift unto blood or be flaves. 
No other alternative is left us. As our’sis then ade- 
fenfive, it muft be a righteous war. Should a ruffian 
meet me on the road, demand my purfe with a dagger 
at my throat, or piftol at my brea@, if by any means I 
could ftrike him dead, I thould think myfelf warranted 
todo it, by the laws of God and man. oe 
lig therefore our money is demanded of us, by 
tle gentle arguments of fleets and armies, or with the 
boyonet at our breafts, we are warranted by all laws 
human and divine,’ to defend ourfelves by the hardeft, 
é& appeal to heaven for the juflicé of our caufe. Tame- 
ly and unrefiflingly to give up the liberties, with which 
God and nature have bleffed us, and which we hold 
dear as men, and facred as chriltians, muft bea crime 
inus. Nay, I may venture to afffrm you haveno more 
right to give up your life and liberties, than your neigh- 
bour has forcibly to take them from ysu.’ We may’ 
therefore with humble confidence in the mercies of the 
impartial judge and fupreme ruler of the univerfe,de-* 
youtly commit our righteous caufe to him,and fervent- 
ly implore his compaflionate intérpofition for our de- 
liverance. For, ees — 358 
Df. Detrverancs isto be fought from the Lords 
When David prays, as he does in the textjitis not be- 
caufe he was a coward ; for he was as diflinguithed a - 
warrior as eminent faint. As he appeared in Zion, 
fervent in devotion, fo he proved himfelf rndaunted 
in fortitude in the field of battle, His fearoftheom- — 
nipotent Ged, was the bett fecurity againft an unbe- 
comeing fearofman. While therefore he complains 
of the injuftice of his enemies, he implores the merciful 
interpofition of heaven for deliverance and is concern- 
ed to engage the prefence of the God of battles with 
bim. g ; es 
3 SEEKING 
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Serx1nc deliverance from the Lord implies a feel- 
ing fenfe of our abfolute_dependance on---conviétion 
of the almighty power of---continued application by 
prayer to the mercy of God, and repentance of fin. 
"To feek deliverance from, is to feel our dependance 
on Ged. Mankind are: naturally filled with pride 
and felf-dependance ; unwilling to own their fubjec- 


tion to the difpofal of him, who is their Lord and — 


Maker. “Butthe truth is, both as individuals and as 
a people we are entirely dependant for life,and breath, 
and being, and all things, upon, and abfolutely at 
the difpofal of a fovereign God. Whether we realize 
it or not, itis true, God could with infinite eafe cut 
us down and fend us to endlefs mifery. It is therefore 
of great moment to have our minds deeply and ferioui- 
ly imprefed with an habitual conviction of our con- 
ftant dependance on God the great creator and moral 
governor and fupreme law-giver of the univerfe, from 
whom ‘alone we may hope for deliverance, and who 
jufly claims from all rational creatures, the higheft 
efteem, moft ardent love, and vce Of obedience. 
Furrurr, we mutt be convinced the almighty 
.power of God, in order to feek acceptably deliverance, 
The fupreme being chufes to have his people acknow- 
lege his power, When God interpofes in behalf of 
any, he will have his arm made bare in fych a manner 
as to convince all it is his, both thofe for whom, and 
thofe againft whom it 1s made bare. We muft then 
realize his almighty power; believe and reft affured 
he can do every thing; that nothing is too hard for 
omnipotence; that as he made, fohe governs the 


~ world with unering rectitude ; that he can ride forth 


conquering and to conquer for his people ; can ftrike 
dead all that oppofe his people,and work deliverance for 
them by unthought of means ; he can turn their adver- 
fity into profperity, their afli€tion into joy, their trou- 
doles into bleflings,and out of darknefs bring forth light. 
Again, We mutt continually apply tq his mercy 
by 


fu] 
by prayer. God hath in gracious condefcention ftyled, 
himfelfa prayer hearing God. He permits fuch worms 
of the duit as we are, to approach his facred prefence; 
to fpread our requefts before and make known our 
wants to him through Jeius Chrift, by whofe atone- 
ment alone our fins can be pardoned & our cries heard. 
Now the word of God abounds with proofs of the Al- 
mighty’s pleafure to make his power,as it were, tribu- 
tary to the prayers of his faithful people. ‘Thus the 
prayer of Jofhua flopped the fun in his courfe ; and 
that of Elijah, though a man of like paffions with our- 


felves opened and thut che f{prings which water the 


earth. The prayer of the three children preferved 
them in the fiery furnace from being hurt, and that of 
Daniel from the devouring lions. The time would 
failme to mention what we find recorded ig {eripture 
of the wonders wrought through the powerdfof prayer. 
There is indeed no age without a cloud of witneiles of 
the infalfable efficacy of prayer. Let us then begin,” 
let us perfevere in calling upon the Lerd for deliver- 
ance in this dark and alarming day. Real-chriftians 
muit value prayer, and be conftant and unwearied in 
it; fo will the fame bountiful God, whefe ears are e- 
ver open to the prayers of his faithful people, open in 
the end, heaven to receive their perfons. He will give 
them an abundant entrance into that kingdom, where 
petitions are no more ; becanfe neither yeaknefs, nor 
want, nor fear, nor trial, remain, but all the foul 
feels is perfect felicity, and all it expreffes, perfect 
praife. 

Laftly, We muft repent of fin, or we do not feek 
aright for deliverance from the Lord. In true repen- 


tance, fin itfelf becomes the greateft burden and object 


of averfion ; forrow fprings from an affeGing hum- 
bling fenfe of the difhonor and injury the penitent feels 
he has done unto God ; not from a felfifh concern for 
his own fafety, but from a regard toGod, to which he 
jwas before « ftranger; from a conviGion that hiswhole 
oe deport- 


if 
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*deportment and the ruling tempers of his heart-at all 
times have beenevil & defperately wicked. Now the ge- 
herality among us feem to be concerned for our diftrefled 
country, and are ardently defirous to contribute fome- 
thing to fave it from ruin. They are willing to facri- 
fice much to the caufe of freedom. But there is 
one kind of facrifice by which you could do more ef- 
fential fervice to your country, than to give all your 
roods to feedits fuffering poor. A facrifice,in one view, 
of the cheapeft kind. A facrifice which will cof you 
nothing. Do you afk what it can be? It is thefacri- 
fice.of your fins to the caufe of liberty. If you would 

ive up your fins, flay them, and, fo to {peak, offer 
them on the altar of liberty as bleeding vittims; it 

‘will be the bett thing you can do for your country, for 
liberty, and’ for yourfelves. oe ate 
A fort improvement will elofe the prefont difcour/e. 


~ In the firft place, from what hath been faid, we fee 


the juftice of our caufe.---The obitinacy and cruelty 
of our foes have obliged us to appeal from reafon to 
arms. There is nochoice left us but flavery or civil 
war. England, whefe conftitution hath been the glo- 
ry, admiration,andenvy of furrounding ftates---Eng- 
land as famous for arts as for arms---lingland, which 
hath fhed the’ blood of her beit citizens in- the glorious 
caufe of liberty, hath now fat down herfelf to forge 
the arbitrary chains. The laws of reafon and felf-pre- 
fervation will jaftify the mott ftrenuous oppofition, 
nay duty calls on us to buckle on the harnefs & march 
out into the field and if we muft give up our liberties, 
give them up at the point of the fword. 
~ Iw the fecond place,we may with humble confidence 
implore the merciful interpofition of Almighty Ged 
for ourdeliverance. Ali who have an intereft in hea- 
ven are loudly called upon, to befiege the throne of 
grace, as conftant and devout fapplicants. Every ar- 
gument that can operate on the human heart, urges to 
this duty. A fervent attachment to ths civil righis 
at 
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of your country,mutt irrefiftably force youtocry migh- 
tily to God. Let us therefore devoutly recommend 
our bleeding country’s righteous caufe, to the pitying 
eye of a compaflionate God, througha divine Saviour, 
and pioufly crave his blefling on our rulers, on the 
meafures that may be adopted, for fuccefs to our arms, 
and the divine prefence to be with thofe, that are going 
from among us, in this place, into the fervice of the 
colonies, an addrefs to whom will wind up the prefent 
difcourfe. * 
My Frienps, , : 

Ir is at your defire [ now addrefs you from this fa- 
creddefk ; you will therefore allow me to-ufe the utmoft 
freedom, and to give you my parting advice with the 
greateft plairéfs. It will be comprehended in the fol- 
lowing particulars, which I wifh you to remember & 
by which I with you to aét.---Be courageous---be or- 
derly---be fober, and fear the Lord. 

Be courageous. Cowardice is as unfeemly ina fol- 
dier, as ignorance is in a ftatefman. As the fkillof a 
pilot ina ftorm, and the worth of a-chriftian in a time 
of trial, fo the valour of a foldier is beft feen in a day 
of battle.. You know not how you will feel when 
called into an engagement, to give back then | will 
brand you with the odious name of a, coward. The 
moft of you are ftrangers to the dreadful horrors of 
battle. An army drawnup in battle array, the roar- 
ing of cannon, the fmoke and confufion, the cries of 
the wounded, groans of the dying,and all the dreadful 
horrors of battle are things to which you have not 
been accuftomed. He is the brave foldier who at fuch 
an awful junéture, has entire felf-poffeflion and pre- 
fence of mind, You have every thing to infpire you 
with undaunted fortitude: You fight not for your 
daily bread---not for four-pence fterling a day, but for 
yourlives, your property, your native land, yourdear- 
eft friends, your juft rights, all you hold dear as men 


and facred as chriftians, your axu. If thefe motives do 
net 
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not fire your fouls in your country’s caufe, what can [ 
Indeed you have every thing before you to roufe up 
the foldier, warm the man and animate the chrittian.’ 
Play the men therefore for your God, your people, and 
the cities of your Gods (ops SAS ee hii 

Br orderly. Nothing-is. more beautiful.in a foldier 
than the moftexa& attentions ferupulous regard and 
punctual obedience to order. Orderly troops are-in- 
finitely more likely to gain honor t2 themfelves,vidto- 
ry to their arms, and triumph for their country, than 
aconfufed rabble. If, in the day of battle, you do - 
not dbey Hrigly orders and keep in_ranks, defeat will 
moft certainly enfue. Well diciplined and orderly 
forces; hiftory abundantly evinces, carry the greateit 
terror with them, and are generally fucgefsful. Imuft 
therefore enjoin upon you, the moft punctual attention 
to orders. 

Bz fober: 'Femperancé and fobriety are fine ornas 
ments to the foldier whofe life expofes him to number- 
lefs dangers, throws him in the mid& of temptation’ 
and hardens him in the commiffion of fin. No two 
profeffions fo fallvof danger, as the failor and foldier, _ 
and none fo loofe and wicked.» Extravagant mirth,’ 
vain levity and univerfal forgetfuinefs of decency of 
deportment will ft with a very ill. grace on thofe,wko 
pretend to facrifice life to the caufe of freedom and 
their country, As I would not have you lay afide the 
man; when you aflume the foldier,fol would not have 
you forget the duties of religion in the noife of a camp. 
Let conipafiion, tendernefs, kindnefs and benevolence 
to all, be your companions. Do not imagine youmay 
pat on the unfeéling fiercenefs of a barbarian, and di- 
veft yourfelves of humanity. Wherever you may be’ 
pofted, and in all your marches remember the fabbath 
day tokeepitholy. Remember all the duties ofde- . 
votion & fink not down inté’ftupid neglect or thought- 
lefs contempt of them. Letit appear that the camp | 
and religion, commonly great ftrangers to each other, 
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are not inconfiftent. With you, inftead of profanity, 
let there be reverence of divine things ; and inftead of 
oaths and curfes, the cries of prayer. 

Laspiy. Fearthe Lord. Ido not mention this 
part of the advice, lait in order, becaufe it is laftin 
importance ;-for it is the one thing needful and of in- 
finite moment. He that fears God the moft, 
will be the leaft likely to fear man ; for the 
fear of God is the heft fecurity againft cowardice, and 
the goed man will make the belt foldier ; and if you 
are never toreturn to your friends, the fear of the 
Lord will be a fure pafl-port toeternal honours. Life, 
you know, isvery uncertain, you are going into dan- 
ger, and ought folemnly to be reminded of a dying 
hour. Do not think then when you have on the har- 
nefs of war, the inftruments of death, you are complete- 
ly equipped. There is another kind of armour of in- 
finite mement and abfolute neceflity, the armour of 
righteoufnefs. Take then, the girdle of truth---the 
breaft-plate of righteou{nefs---the thield of faith---the 
helmet of falvation---and the fword of the fpirit, and 
you will be completely armed, prepared to meet your 
fate, either to conquer, or die in battle. 

To conclude. W ewith you the divine prefence---we 
with you the divine bleffing---we with you fuccefs, may 

ou be feeured from temptation, preferved from fick- 
nefs, fhielded from danger, and faved from death. But 
if we never fee one another’s faces again in the land of 
the living, may we all be fo happy as to meet in that 
world, where there will be no war, nor rumors of war, 
but where peace ferene fhall fill every breat, lovedivine 
glow in every heart, and hofanna’s exalted found from 
every tongue. AMEN. 


